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Then what does he see there ? On one side sages and saints are
preparing a sacrifice, and, on the other side, in an assembly of
sages and saints, Sut Ji,1 seated on a throne, is reciting stories !
On seeing him, S'aunaka3 and all the other saints and sages rose
up and made obeisance ; but Sut, reclining on a cushion on the
throne, continued looking on, seated.

Maharaj ! on Sut's not rising, Balaram Ji said to S'aunaka and
all the other sages and saints, u Who has made this fool the
speaker, and has given him the seat of Vyasa ? A speaker should
be religious, discriminating, and wise ; this one is destitute of
good qualities, avaricious, and exceedingly conceited. Again,
[such a one] should be free from covetousness and desirous of the
chief good ; this one is very covetous and desirous of his own
advantage. This seat of Vyasa does not suit one who is destitute
of knowledge and who is indiscriminating. Should we kill him,
it would not matter much ;3 but he should be put out from here."
On hearing these words, S'aunaka and the other very great saints
and sages very meekly said, " Maharaj ! you are a hero, resolute,
and acquainted with all that is right and politic ; this one is
a coward, irresolute, indiscriminating, conceited, and ignorant.
Please forgive his fault, because he is seated on the throne of
Vyasa, and Brahma has placed him here for the purpose of the
sacrifice.

The  fool has placed in his heart the pride of [his] seat ;

[therefore] he did not rise and salute you,
This, O Lord! is his fault ; he has fallen into error, but he is

a good man ;
Should one kill Sut, it would be sin ; no one in the world

would call it good ;
Your remarks will not be fruitless ; reflect on this in your

own mind."

Maharaj ! on hearing these words, Balaram Ji picked up a
single blade of kusa grass, and struck Sut gently with it. On its
touching him, he died. Having witnessed this exploit, S'aunaka
and the other sages and saints, raising lamentations and being
greatly dejected, said, " Maharaj ! what was to be has come to
pass j but now kindly remove our anxiety." The Lord said,
" What is your desire ? Tell me that, and I will satisfy it." The
saints replied, "Maharaj! let there be no obstruction in any
matter in our sacrifices ; this is our desire ; please accomplish
that and gain reputation in the world.'3 As soon as these words
issued from the mouth of the saints, the Searcher of Hearts,
Balaram Ji, summoned the son of Sut, and seating him on the

1  The name properly is Sauti.

2  S'aunaka is a saint of great reputation, the author of the earliest grammatical
and ceremonial treatises, and the reputed originator of the system of the four
castes.

3  Lit., " Should we kill him, what then ? "